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“ Admirably and forthrightly explore the “multitudes” of Jewish experience 'IIA \ A\\‘
through a variety of voices and organizations" — Kirkus SHABESSSRLEYAEENTESREER
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66 Safety through Solidarity places the struggle against antisemitism where
it belongs: within a larger constellation of struggles against oppression
in all its forms. Scholarly, historical, and politically razor-sharp, this landmark work from Burley and
Lorber is an essential tool for fighting back against right-wing efforts to weaponize the rhetoric of
‘antisemitism'’ for racist agendas." — Mark Bray, author of Antifa: The Anti-Fascist Handbook

66 At this dangerous moment for Jews around the world, Safety through Solidarity is a book to rely on
for real answers and solutions." — Mike Rothschild, author of Jewish Space Lasers

NOTE TO THE READER
\

Antisemitism is on the rise today. From synagogue shootings by white nationalists, to right-wing
politicians and media figures pushing George Soros conspiracy theories, it’s clear that
exclusionary nationalist movements are growing. By spreading division and fear, they put Jews,
along with other marginalized groups and multiracial democracy itself, at risk.

And since the outbreak of war in Gaza, debates around antisemitism have become more polarized
and high-stakes than ever. How can we stand in solidarity with Palestinians seeking justice, while
also avoiding antisemitism — and resisting those who seek to conflate the two? How do we forge
the c?oalitions across communities that we need, in order to overcome the politics of division and
fears

Activists and journalists Ben Lorber and Shane Burley present thoughtful discussion on the
context of Safety Through Solidarity, while providing concrete points on how to rebuild the
movement against antisemitism.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  How do you define antisemitism? How do you know when someone has experienced it, and
what role has it traditionally played in Western societies?

2. What are some features unique to antisemitism that other forms of oppression and bigotry
lack? And what features does it share with others? Why has it recurred over centuries, and
what are the social forces that continue to revive these ideas?

3.  What relationship does antisemitism have to other forms of oppression, such as
anti-Blackness, anti-immigrant xenophobia, and queerphobia? How do these ideas reinforce
one another?

4. What are some ways that Jews have, historically and contemporarily, organized their
communities to challenge antisemitism and keep themselves safe? What methods have
worked, and what haven't?
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5. How have white Christian nationalists used antisemitism to help build their movement,
and what kind of threats does the far-right currently hold for Jews and other marginalized
communities?

How has the state previously used antisemitism to divide social movements? How have
Jewish organizations manipulated the fear of antisemitism to do the same?

How have Israel advocates mobilized the language of antisemitism to defend Israel and
political Zionism? What does it mean to “weaponize” antisemitism?

What are some reasons that non-Jews could be invested in the fight against antisemitism?
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How can you build coalitions between Jewish and non-Jewish communities to fight
antisemitism and other forms of oppression? What commonalities do these communities
hold that they can build a shared plan of action around? And who has done this successfully
across history?

10.  What are some highlights from the history of the Jewish Left that give us examples of how
we can fight antisemitism from an antiracist, antifascist, and intersectional perspective?

171. How can we build movements that both prioritize the fight against antisemitism and the
struggle to liberate Palestine? What common cause do those fights have?

12. How can we bring a radical new approach to fighting antisemitism into the organizations we
are already a part of? How can labor unions, tenant unions, community groups, churches,
schools, and other institutions take on this work effectively?

13.  What are strategies and tactics that you have learned in other types of social movements
that would work to confront antisemitism?

HOW TO (RE)BUILD THE MOVEMENT AGAINST ANTISEMITISM

1.  Focus on the sources of antisemitism rather than just “tropes.” Antisemitism is an idea that
protects power by diverting righteous anger away from those responsible and onto a fictional
entity. Movements fighting antisemitism should look at the political, business, and
community leaders who foment division using antisemitic conspiracy theories.

2.  Any useful approach to fighting antisemitism necessarily unites both Jews and non-Jews.
Because antisemitic conspiracy theories are often used to piece together other bigoted ideas
and to protect structural inequalities, eradicating antisemitism is in the interest of everyone
who is marginalized by our society’s structures. The only effective option is working together
to build a mass movement.

3.  Creating technocratic institutions to address antisemitism is not enough. Instead, we need to
focus on building a social movement that can address institutions of power that mobilize
antisemitism and then undercut their behavior with community force.

4. While antisemitism on the political Left is never as severe as it is on the political Right, it still
does still emerge. When it does, we want to focus on education and accountability,
particularly if we hope to mobilize social movement structures to push back on the origin
point of all forms of oppression. This means developing plans of education, transformative
justice, and community safety. This does not, however, mean ignoring or excusing
antisemitism or allowing it to proliferate.
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A significant piece of reclaiming the fight against antisemitism is rebuilding the
Jewish Left, and this requires creating spaces where Jews can talk about their issues
and share common struggles. Right now, Jewish establishment and center-right
organizations dominate this discussion, so we have to build our own institutions to allow a
different model of Jewish flourishing to rise.

We need to build a common understanding of the problems of conspiracy theories and their
role in not just reinstating oppressive social ideas, but in contorting our impulses towards
actions away from potential victory. Without these changes we will never be able to build
mass movements capable of changing the underlying social conditions of capitalism, empire,
and statecraft.

Antifascist movements must remain a critical piece of defending targeted communities
against reactionary forces and in ensuring social movements remain a safe place for all
participants and capable of reaching their goals. Antifascism has become an important part
of our political landscape since the rise of the alt-right and Trump and these steps offer a
fresh opportunity to make antifascism a foundational piece of building the world we deserve.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Ben Lorber has worked as a writer, organizer and movement-builder for
over a decade. As a Senior Research Analyst at Political Research
Associates, a progressive think tank that monitors far-right movements,
Lorber helps social justice organizers understand and fight antisemitism
and white nationalism. He has written extensively on these topics, and
on Israel/Palestine and Jewish politics, for a variety of outlets including
The Nation, Jewish Currents, Salon, The Forward and more. Previously,
Lorber worked as National Campus Organizer with Jewish Voice for
Peace, helping build the movement for Palestinian rights on college
campuses. He tweets at @BenLorber8.

Shane Burley is known for his work on the far-right and left-wing social
movements. He is the author of Fascism Today: What It Is and How to
End It (AK Press, 2017) and Why We Fight: Essays on Fascism,
Resistance, and Surviving the Apocalypse (AK Press, 2021), and editor of
the anthology jNo pasaran!: Readings on Antifascism (AK Press, 2022).
His work has been featured in places like NBC News, Al Jazeera, The
Baffler, Jacobin, The Daily Beast, Truthout, In These Times, Roar
Magazine, Jewish Currents, and others. He provides expert analysis and
commentary on these issues for places like PBS, The Guardian, and The
Oregonian, and has published extensive academic work, particularly on
antisemitism.

MORE TO DISCOVER

Find more resources for your book club at www.mhpbooks.com.

FREV KuuERo

e Borders
LIt INTERIEN 552

INDIA

TROUT

< WA—EER

=
Bl [ osn GREENBERS

A ORRISOA

THE LAST \NTERVIEW s ;

Rcsis(m? =<
mﬁ" yentiofl

¥ .
oo™y



