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K E Y  I D E A S  A N D  D E TA I L S

INTEGRAT ION OF  KNOWLEDGE 
AND IDEAS

C R A F T  A N D  S T R U C T U R E

What does this book teach you about 
worms? Can worms see and hear and feel 
like we do? What do they eat? How do 
they change the dirt in the garden?

RL.K.1, 
RL.1.1

What is the message of the book? How 
does the author want us to feel about 
worms? How do you know?

RL.K.2, 
RL.1.2

Besides the worm, who else is in this 
book? How do the children in the story 
feel about worms? Do they all agree? Why 
is the bluebird so interested in the worm? 
How can you tell?

RL.K.3, 
RL.1.3

In the Map of the Worm section, how do 
the pictures help the words and how do the 
words help explain the pictures? Would it 
be harder to understand without the  
illustrations or without the words?

RL.K.7
RL.1.7

Scientists classify animals as vertebrates 
if they have bones, or invertebrates if they 
have no bones. Look at the map of the 
worm. Which group do worms belong in?

RL.K.9, 
RL.1.9

What does the girl mean when she says the 
worms have “cold blood?” Worms are born 
from cocoons. What are cocoons? What 
other animals are born from cocoons?

RL.K.4, 
RL.1.4 

What clues does the book’s cover give about 
what is inside? Note the title, the picture of 
the girl, the pink border, and the recycled 
paper bag. 

RL.K.5, 
RL.1.5

The author and illustrator are the same 
person for this book. What can you learn 
about the author from the back cover, “about 
the author,” and dedication pages?

When is the worm speaking and when are 
the children speaking? How do you know?

RL.K.6, 
RL.1.6

How does this story compare to your 
own experience with worms? Have stu-
dents write about a time that they found 
a worm.

W.K.2, W.1.2, 
W.K.3, W.1.3, 
W.K.5, W.1.5

Pair students up. Have one be the worm 
and one the child who asks the worm the 
questions the children ask in the book. 
Can they think of other questions they 
would like to ask the worm? Help them 
find resources to answer their further 
questions.

SL.K.2, SL.1.2,
SL.K.3, SL.1.3, 
SL.K.4, SL.1.4,
SL.K.5, SL.1.5
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ELA Common Core Standards

SPEAK ING AND L I S TEN ING
/  writing
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You can paint a worM
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