
What Educators Are Saying About  
Keri Sm

ith and Wreck This Journal
“I am

 a m
iddle school librarian and w

ant to use a couple of your ideas w
ith m

y kids…
You are  

now
 at the top of m

y creative guru list!  M
y personal opinion is that if w

e taught children how
 to  

think creatively it w
ould solve our education w

oes!”

“I happened upon your book W
reck This Journal, fell in love w

ith it, and used m
any ideas  

for m
y students.” 

“M
y students are traditionally ESL students, recent im

m
igrants, or disadvantaged A

m
erican born  

m
inorities. W

reck This Journal jum
ped out as holding so m

any learning possibilities to involve our 
group w

ith hands-on, fun, and non-traditional activities.”   

“I stum
bled upon W

reck This Journal last w
eek w

hile diligently searching for books for m
y sixth  

grade [special ed.] students. I am
 alw

ays looking for creative teaching tools to use w
ithin the  

classroom
...I w

ant to use your book!”

What Students and Their Parents 

Are Saying About Keri Sm
ith and Wreck This Journal

“You have helped m
e in the process of opening m

y eyes in the w
orld that w

e live in and m
aking  

m
e realize things I never realized before. You have helped m

e discover m
y creative side, and think  

and discover and learn.”

“I am
 a tw

enty year-old university student…
If I had to take a possession to a desert island,  

W
reck This Journal w

ould be the item
.”

“W
reck This Journal is so am

azing! W
henever I got m

ad I w
ould take m

y anger out on the book  
instead of m

y little brother.” 

“I'm
 a fine art m

ajor, and the art departm
ent som

etim
es feels so suffocating that I fear for m

y and  
m

y friends’ creativity…
Your definition of creativity m

akes m
e w

ant to try the scariest things possible.”  

“M
y tw

elve-year-old son picked up the book the other night and read through it cover to cover. This  
w

as am
azing because m

y son is dyslexic, reading is difficult for him
, and he usually gets bored by  

anything he doesn’t find trem
endously engaging. H

e asked for his ow
n copy right aw

ay.”

“M
y ten-year-old son asked if I w

ould buy him
 W

reck This Journal. I kept saying, ‘H
old on, w

hich  
book? D

oes it have batteries?’ (Because usually his books include calculators, stickers, pop ups.) I  
bought him

 the book and w
hen w

e got hom
e, he spent hours on the pages—

spitting, ripping,  
scribbling, poking holes...”

Perigee Books 
A Penguin Group (USA) Com

pany 

W
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Welcome to your 
Pocket Scavenger  
classroom packet!

Inside you’ll find:

And more!

• A letter to students from author Keri Smith
• Sample prompts from Pocket Scavenger
• Classroom discussion questions
• Suggested classroom activities
• An interview with Keri Smith

Definition of SCAVENGE
to collect usable things from what has been discarded
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In the following pages, I’m going to ask you to search 
for one or more items. At first glance, these may 
seem like simple, mundane, inconsequential things, 
but don’t be fooled—they are of utmost importance!

There are hundreds (or thousands) of things around 
us that we don’t notice. We tune them out because 
they don’t seem important for our current needs. But 
what if we look at every “thing” as if we have never 
seen it before? As if we do not know its function? In 
that way, we learn to see it with new eyes.

Most of us have participated in scavenger hunts at 
some point in our lives: running around a location 
frantically looking for items on a list, locating the 
objects before someone else does, finding everything 
as fast as possible. With the scavenges in these 
pages, we are going to take the act of scavenging 
into a slightly different realm by first collecting 
objects and then altering them.

On the following pages, you’ll find five items to 
collect. Affix them to the blank side of the page. 
Fill in the notes about where you found the item. 
Under “story” you can describe the circumstances 
surrounding the scavenge. You may also choose to 
write an imaginary story about the item.

Once you are finished, ask a friend, classmate, or 
teacher to randomly assign you an alteration from 
“Ways to Alter Your Scavenged Item” (page 7). Or, 
just close your eyes and point to one of the prompts. 
Alter the item as directed. How you interpret each 
alteration is up to you.

These alterations will allow you to create something 
entirely new. Think of them as a selection of 
possibilities for outcomes different than what you 
would have done if you were given a choice. The 
alterations are where your genius will come in. Each 
alteration will be interpreted differently by each 
person. There is no right or wrong or good or bad in 
terms of how the alteration is performed. You might 
love the results; you might find them uninteresting. 
That is part of the fun—not knowing what will occur.

Happy scavenging! 

Keri Smith

Dear Fellow Scavengers:
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1. Create a funny character.
2. Turn into a disguise.
3. Conceal it.
4. Add polka dots.
5. Add stripes.
6. Duplicate it (make a copy).
7. Fold, cut into pieces, and rearrange.
8. Trace it/use the shape as the basis for a new drawing.
9. Make it pretty.
10. Make it scary.
11. Decorate it.
12. Add some text. 
13. Destroy it.
14. Alter the edges. 
15. Ask a friend what you should do.

Ways to Alter Your Scavenged Item
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Discussion Questions

General questions
What is scavenging? 
What is the opposite of scavenging? 
What is a scavenger? 
What things might people scavenge? Why? 
What types of animals scavenge? What do they scavenge? Why? 
What are the benefits of scavenging?  
Have you scavenged anything in your life? 
What can we gain from scavenging things from the world around us?

The creative process
How might scavenging help you be creative? 
Author Keri Smith believes “creativity arises from our ability to see things from many different angles.  
New connections (things that have not been connected before) create new ideas.”  
Do you agree with this? Why?

The Pocket Scavenger begins with the following quote:  
“A single inanimate object, useless in itself, can be the focus of a world.”   —Yi-Fu Tuan 
What do you think that means? 
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classroom activities

Assign an item for everyone to collect. Then 
have everyone use the same alteration. Impose a 
time limit for the alteration. Compare results.

Random Scavenge: After going over standard 
safety rules (use a supervised location, don’t 
take anything that belongs to someone else, 
etc.), ask students to pick a location, whether it 
be their house, a backyard, the playground, or 
similar. Encourage them to take a walk and to 
scavenge ten items. Once they’ve collected their 
items, students should document what they 
found on a map. Ask students to write a story 
about each item.  

Group Scavenge: Divide your class into small 
groups. Ask each group to create a themed 
scavenger hunt for another group of classmates, 
and then trade.

People Scavenge: Create a list of traits to fi nd 
(someone who is nearsighted, someone who was 
born in Ohio, someone who has a pet parrot), 
and encourage students to ask classmates and 
teachers to participate. 

Personal Scavenge: Pair students up. Give them 
a set time to interview each other about their 
likes: favorite colors, music, places, foods, 
animals, etc. Then ask each student to create 
a personalized scavenger hunt for his or her 
partner. 

Alphabet Scavenge: Arrange to take a class 
walk, either outside or around the building. 
Using a camera, document the whole alphabet. 
If you don’t have access to a camera, ask 
students to draw the letters as they appear, and 
they share their fi ndings. 

Urban Fossils Scavenge: Ask students to 
document as many fossils as they can fi nd. 
These may be traditional fossils found in creek 
beds, for example, or they may be things that 
have been embedded somehow in concrete 
sidewalks: footprints, leaf prints, patterns, 
names, etc.
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What gave you the idea for The Pocket Scavenger?
I think I have always been a scavenger. I seem to have a compulsion to fi ll up my 
pockets on walks. I have often used the items I collect for my work as an illustrator 
or for personal work. I like seeing the world as a source for raw materials.

After seeing how readers really enjoyed the pages in Wreck This Journal that were 
about collecting, I thought it would be interesting to have a whole book dedicated 
to scavenging simple items. It could be something you do with friends, or something 
you do on your own but share with others via some form of social network. I then 
added the element of altering the pieces so that they could be changed into another 
form, possibly an art piece, or just a simple experiment in “what if?”

What do you hope people will gain from The Pocket Scavenger?
As with all my books, I hope that daily life might be enhanced or reanimated by the act of 
looking at it with different eyes. With The Pocket Scavenger, I hope that it might turn the 
world into a kind of game board, with the reader being given a quest to seek out specifi c items. 
And this “game” causes us to tune into our environment a little bit more, pay attention to 
things. We can also enjoy the experience of seeing what others have collected, and seeing how 
our alterations are different (not good or bad, just different) than others. The point is not to 
make it beautiful; the point is to partake in an experiment, to see what happens.

What is your favorite scavenge in the book?
I don’t know that I have a favorite one. If I had to choose, I suppose it might be the 
simplest one—a piece of red string. The point is actually not just the object itself 
but the whole experience, the going out to look, the circumstances surrounding 
the scavenge, the story. I am interested in the whole idea of the quest.



An Interview with Keri Smith

Did you always want to be a writer?
In many ways I don’t really consider myself a writer. I started as an illustrator, but now I see myself 
more as a purveyor of ideas. I like to distill things and present them in new formats. I don’t like to 
limit myself to one medium, and I remain open to working with all kinds of different mediums.

Where do you get your ideas for books?
As Anaïs Nin said, “in the midst of living.” They happen when I am not 
necessarily trying to come up with ideas, often presenting themselves to me 
when I am least expecting it. 

What is the best piece of writing 
or creativity advice you’ve ever been given?
Do something else. 

The subconscious mind is always working on things for you and will often 
present things to you when you are doing something else. 

Walking is particularly good for this. My grade twelve history teacher 
(who I’m still in contact with) told me to go for a long walk for more than 
an hour to let the ideas flow and to stop thinking. I recently wrote down 
a quote by the author Annie Proulx: “Walking induces a trancelike state 
that allows the mind freedom and ease and encourages exploration of odd 
possibilities and improbable connections.” 

I also find procrastination highly effective. When I am supposed to be 
working on a project I get my best ideas for new projects.
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y friends’ creativity…
Your definition of creativity m

akes m
e w

ant to try the scariest things possible.”  

“M
y tw

elve-year-old son picked up the book the other night and read through it cover to cover. This  
w

as am
azing because m

y son is dyslexic, reading is difficult for him
, and he usually gets bored by  

anything he doesn’t find trem
endously engaging. H

e asked for his ow
n copy right aw

ay.”

“M
y ten-year-old son asked if I w

ould buy him
 W

reck This Journal. I kept saying, ‘H
old on, w

hich  
book? D

oes it have batteries?’ (Because usually his books include calculators, stickers, pop ups.) I  
bought him

 the book and w
hen w

e got hom
e, he spent hours on the pages—

spitting, ripping,  
scribbling, poking holes...”
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