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The Evil Princess vs. the Brave Knight

Once Upon a Goat
Goldilocks for Dinner
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FAIRY TALE—INSPIRED FUN! 
EDUCATORS’ GUIDE

About the Books

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
 Design Your Own Fairy Tale Castle or Village

Two of the stories are set in castles, while the third is set in an old-fashioned village. Have students 
imagine that they are creating a setting for a fairy tale, which takes place in either a castle or a village. 
Students should consider what elements they would like in the setting, such as a drawbridge for the 
castle or a blacksmith shop for the village. Students may want to do some research about medieval 
castles or villages before they begin. They should then draw and color the outside and inside of the 
castle or the layout of the village, including labels to identify various parts or buildings.

What Makes It Funny?
Once Upon a Goat is funny from cover to cover. As a class, discuss the elements that can add humor to a 
picture book, such as illustrations, words and phrases, and plot twists. Talk about how this story differs 
from traditional fairy tales. Assign students to small groups in which they will analyze the humor in the 
book and come up with twenty specific examples of art or writing that they consider funny.

Fairy Tale Theater
Fairy tales are perfect for readers’ theaters because they typically have strong plots and a variety of 
characters. Ask students to divide into groups and perform one of the three books or a traditional fairy 
tale. They should rewrite the story so it is mostly dialogue, including the part of a narrator to set the 
scene and help make transitions. Students can perform the story for classmates.

What’s Next for the Evil Princess and the Brave Knight?
Invite students to imagine that the Evil Princess and the Brave Knight are going on a quest outside of 
their castle. Using the storyboard graphic organizer reproducible, students should write a story about 
that quest, adding new characters (possibly animals or monsters) and describing the new setting. Have 
students share the stories in small groups, noting similarities and differences.

Find the Folklore
In Goldilocks for Dinner, the story and illustrations contain a number of references to folktales and 
nursery rhymes. Working in small groups, have students make a list of as many references as they can 
find. Then have students each choose a nursery rhyme not used in Goldilocks for Dinner, decide where 
a reference to it could go, and create a drawing to demonstrate. For example, Little Boy Blue could be 
blowing his horn on one of the hills behind the village.

Pre-Reading Activity: Favorite Fairy Tale Survey
Fairy tales have been told and written down for millennia. In recent years they have also appeared 
in movies and on television. Ask students to fill out the Favorite Fairy Tale Survey reproducible, and 
then find at least three friends or family members to survey. Each student can create a large poster or 
you can compile responses on the board, including the names of the people surveyed, their ages, the 
title of their favorite fairy tale, and its country of origin, if known. After the data is collected, analyze 
which tales are most popular. Discuss why people like a particular tale, where fairy tales are typically 
encountered, and the different iterations of fairy tales across cultures. Have students use the data to 
create a graph.

More Fun Fairy Tales!

FAVORITE FAIRY TALES: A SURVEY

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Age:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Title of favorite fairy tale:  ______________________________________________________________

Country of origin, if known:  ___________________________________________________________

Where you first heard it, read it, or saw it:  ________________________________________________

Five-sentence summary of tale:  _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Why you like it:  ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

This guide was prepared by Kathleen Odean, a former school librarian who gives workshops on new children’s and young adult books.  
She chaired the 2002 Newbery Award committee and served on the 1996 Caldecott Award committee.

Random House Children’s Books · School and Library Marketing • 1745 Broadway • New York, NY 10019 • 05/19

STORYBOARD YOUR STORY
Use the space provided to organize your story before you write it. List the characters and describe the 

setting. For the plot, decide on the beginning, middle, and end, and then add details for each section. 

The middle of your story will have the most content and the most details.

Story Title:  ________________________________________ by _______________________________

Name Name

   rhcbooks.com       Educators: Reproduce this activity sheet for students.    rhcbooks.com       Educators: Reproduce this activity sheet for students.
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The Evil Princess vs. the Brave Knight 
Jennifer L. Holm; 

illustrated by Matthew Holm

She casts terrible spells, while he fights  
dragons. No wonder there isn’t much peace  

in this kingdom! Their constant fighting  
leaves us wondering, will these siblings  

ever JUST GET ALONG?

Grades: PreK–2 
HC: 978-1-5247-7134-8 

GLB: 978-1-5247-7135-5 
EL: 978-1-5247-7136-2

Goldilocks for Dinner 
Susan McElroy Montari;  

illustrated by Jake Parker

Classic fairy tales meet tongue-in-cheek humor in 
this hilarious read-aloud about a goblin and  

a troll who set out to find the rudest child of all 
and teach her some manners!

Grades: PreK–3
F&P Level: N • Lexile: AD540L

HC: 978-0-399-55235-9
GLB: 978-0-399-55236-6
EL: 978-0-399-55237-3

Once Upon a Goat 
Dan Richards;  

illustrated by Eric Barclay

A twisted fairy tale about a king and queen  
who wish for a child of their own . . . 

 and end up with a baby goat.

Grades: PreK–2
F&P Level: N

HC: 978-1-5247-7374-8
GLB: 978-1-5247-7375-5
EL: 978-1-5247-7376-2
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