A CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE

TOOL KIT

DEAR EDUCATOR,

As a teacher, you already know that teaching books that depict experiences beyond our own not only teaches empathy but also
encourages students to examine the world around them with a critical eye. Through discussion, students can learn to recognize and
speak out against injustice in all its forms. But in order to speak up, students must first believe in the power of their own voices.

Use our Culturally Responsive Tool Kit and the activities that correspond to our titles as a way to include, affirm, and celebrate
diverse voices—including the voices of your students. When we invite students to bring their own experiences and cultural
references to the books they read, we create more equitable outcomes for learners. Be sure to incorporate stories with tough topics,
which are vital to culturally responsive teaching, as well as stories that joyfully depict the experiences of marginalized people.

Your friends,
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BE RESPONSIVE

Culturally responsive teaching brings an awareness of social
issues to every lesson. Use our thematic guidance to seamlessly
incorporate culturally responsive books into each of your
existing units. Pose these broad, essential questions to
intellectually, emotionally, and politically engage students
with every book you teach.

* Whose voices are represented in this text? How does this
representation reflect or counter gender, class, and racial

contemporary media affect our understanding of the issues
raised by the book?

* To what extent do characters internalize or resist expectations
and attitudes of society? Discuss the impact of normalized
societal views and the effect of a “dominant narrative.”

* What structural injustices are discussed in this book?
What are the benefits and challenges of taking action

dynamics in our society and, more specifically, our community? ~ to deconstruct these injustices?

* Encourage students to create a podcast or another form
of oral presentation that connects a book’s themes to their
experiences.

* What is the role of media (social media, print journalism,
books, television, etc.) within the book itself? How does
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Adeline Yen Mah
Coming-of-age,

identity, sexism of poverty, female
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Americanized:
Rebel Without a
Green Card
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The American
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of undocumented
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perseverance
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Uprooted

The Far Away The Go-Between Outcasts United
Brothers Veronica (Adapted for Albert Marrin
Laura Markham Chambers Young Adults) Internment, racism,
The American Coming-of-age, Warren St. John World War Il

dream, experiences
of undocumented
immigrants,
exploitation,
perseverance,
trauma

Visit RHTeachersLibrarians.com, your online destination
for all the resources you need for your school or library!
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