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Random House Children’s Books Celebrates Our Stars of 2020!
Picture Books

Middle-Grade

Middle-Grade

Young Adult

Cat Dog Dog
Nelly Buchet

Illustrated by Andrea Zuill
H The Bulletin 

H Kirkus Reviews 

If You Want a Friend  
in Washington

Erin McGill
H Booklist 

H Kirkus Reviews 
H School Library Journal 

Digging for Words
Angela Burke Kunkel

Illustrated by Paola Escobar
H Kirkus Reviews 

H School Library Journal

Maud and  
Grand-Maud

Sara O’Leary 
Illustrated by Kenard Pak

H Booklist 
H Publishers Weekly

Who Will You Be?
Andrea Pippins
H Booklist 

H School Library Journal 

How to Solve a Problem
Ashima Shiraishi

Illustrated by Yao Xiao
A Publishers Weekly 

 Best of 2020 Selection 
H Kirkus Reviews   

H Publishers Weekly 

When You Trap a Tiger
Tae Keller

A Kirkus Reviews Best of 2020 Selection
A School Library Journal 
Best of 2020 Selection 

A Publishers Weekly Best of 2020 Selection
H Booklist   H The Bulletin    

H Kirkus Reviews   H Publishers Weekly   
H School Library Journal 

From Ed’s to Ned’s
Gideon Sterer

Illustrated by Lucy Ruth Cummins 
H Publishers Weekly 

H School Library Journal 

Nana Akua Goes to School
Tricia Elam Walker

Illustrated by April Harrison
A Kirkus Reviews Best of 2020 Selection 

A School Library Journal  Best of 2020 Selection
H Booklist   H Kirkus Reviews 

H Publishers Weekly  H School Library Journal  

The Blue House
Phoebe Wahl 

A Publishers Weekly 
Best of 2020 Selection 

A Kirkus Reviews Best of 2020 Selection
H Booklist   H The Horn Book 

H Kirkus Reviews   H Publishers Weekly 
H School Library Journal 

Mother Jones and Her 
Army of Mill Children

Jonah Winter
Illustrated by Nancy Carpenter

H Booklist 
H Kirkus Reviews 
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The Oldest Student
Rita Lorraine Hubbard

Illustrated by Oge Mora
A School Library Journal 
Best of 2020 Selection

H Booklist   H BookPage   
H Kirkus Reviews   H Publishers Weekly 

H School Library Journal 

Child of the Universe
Ray Jayawardhana

Illustrated by Raul Colón 
H Kirkus Reviews 

H Publishers Weekly 
H School Library Journal 

The Paper Kingdom
Helena Ku Rhee

Illustrated by Pascal Campion
A Kirkus Reviews  

Best of 2020 Selection
H Booklist 

H Kirkus Reviews 
H Shelf Awareness 

Stand Up! Speak Out!
Andrew Joyner

A School Library Journal  
Best of 2020 Selection

Stepping Stones
Lucy Knisley

H The Horn Book 
H School Library Journal 

The Rise and Fall of   
Charles Lindbergh

Candace Fleming
A Kirkus Reviews  

Best of 2020 Selection 
A Publishers Weekly  

Best of 2020 Selection
H Booklist   H The Bulletin   

H The Horn Book  H Kirkus Reviews   
H Publishers Weekly  

H School Library Journal

The Montague Twins: 
The Witch’s Hand

Nathan Page
Illustrated by Drew Shannon

H Booklist 
H Kirkus Reviews 

Burn Our 
Bodies Down

Rory Power 
H Booklist 

H Publishers Weekly  
H Shelf Awareness 

Breathless 
Jennifer Niven 

A School Library Journal
Best of 2020 Selection 

Dear Justyce
Nic Stone

A Kirkus Reviews  
Best of 2020 Selection 

A School Library Journal  
Best of 2020 Selection

H Kirkus Reviews H Booklist 
H Publishers Weekly

When You Were 
Everything
Ashley Woodfolk
A Kirkus Reviews 

Best of 2020 Selection
H Kirkus Reviews 

H Publishers Weekly 

The Woman’s Hour 
(Adapted for  
Young Adults)

Elaine Weiss
H The Bulletin 

H School Library Journal 

The Magic Fish
Trung Le Nguyen

H Booklist 
H  The Bulletin 

H Kirkus Reviews
H Publishers Weekly

This Is My America
Kim Johnson 

H Kirkus Reviews
H Publishers Weekly

19 Love Songs
David Levithan

H Booklist   H The Bulletin 
H Publishers Weekly 

H  School Library Journal 

Again Again
E. Lockhart 
H Booklist 

H The Bulletin 
H School Library Journal

What I Carry
Jennifer Longo
H BookPage 

H Kirkus Reviews 
H Publishers Weekly 

Call Me American 
(Adapted for  
Young Adults)

Abdi Nor Iftin
A Kirkus Reviews  

Best of 2020 Selection 
A School Library Journal  
Best of 2020 Selection

H Booklist    H The Bulletin 
H Kirkus Reviews 

H School Library Journal 

The Lonely Heart  
of Maybelle Lane

Kate O’Shaughnessy
H Kirkus Reviews 

H Publishers Weekly 

How We Got to the Moon
John Rocco

A Publishers Weekly  
Best of 2020 Selection

H Booklist  H The Horn Book 
H Kirkus Reviews 

H Publishers Weekly 

Any Day with You
Mae Respicio

A School Library Journal  
Best of 2020 Selection 

The List of Things  
That Will Not Change

Rebecca Stead
A Publishers Weekly Best of 2020 Selection
H Booklist   H BookPage   H The Bulletin   

H The Horn Book   H Kirkus Reviews    
H Publishers Weekly    

H  School Library Journal    
H Shelf Awareness 

Donut Feed  
the Squirrels

Mika Song
H Booklist

H Shelf Awareness

Clean Getaway
Nic Stone

A School Library Journal 
Best of 2020 Selection

H Booklist 
H Publishers Weekly 
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Our Friend 
Hedgehog
Lauren Castillo

H Booklist   H BookPage 
H Kirkus Reviews 
H Shelf Awareness

The Smartest Kid  
in the Universe

Chris Grabenstein
H Booklist

H School Library Journal 

The Longest Night  
of Charlie Noon 

Christopher Edge
H Kirkus Reviews 

H School Library Journal

When Life  
Gives You Mangos

Kereen Getten
H The Bulletin  

H School Library Journal

The Talk
Edited by Wade Hudson  
and Cheryl Willis Hudson 
A School Library Journal   
Best of 2020 Selection

H Booklist   H The Bulletin 
H Kirkus Reviews   

H Publishers Weekly
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The Water Bears
Kim Baker

A Kirkus Reviews  
Best of 2020 Selection
H Kirkus Reviews 

H Publishers Weekly 

Isaiah Dunn  
Is My Hero
Kelly J. Baptist
H Booklist 

H Publishers Weekly 

This Is Your Time
Ruby Bridges
H Booklist 

H Kirkus Reviews 
H School Library Journal
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25

The Way Back
Gabriel Savit

A Kirkus Reviews  
Best of 2020 Selection 
A Publishers Weekly  

Best of 2020 Selection  
H Booklist   H The Bulletin

H Kirkus Reviews 
H Publishers Weekly 

A 2020 
National Book  

Award for Young 
People’s Literature

Nominee


